
is also low but drier and more easily brought under sani¬
tary control. In both these regions a considerable por¬
tion of the work is already done, and what remains is
but a very small fraction of the whole; the bulk of the
excavation, therefore, is in the higher and healthier up¬
lands. Thus, so far as the natural conditions are con¬

cerned, there is reason to hope for a decided improve¬
ment on the record of the past. It is in the policing and
control of the personnel and the enforcement of sanitary
regulations, both in the canal force and among the na¬

tive population, that we must look for most aid in reduc¬
ing the excessive mortality of the past. With our ex¬

perience in Cuba and the Philippines we ought to be
better able than heretofore to satisfactorily meet the
conditions, especially if the digging the canal is under
military control that was elsewhere so successful. We
can not expect to escape a certain amount of mortality
and disability from diseases incident to a tropical cli¬
mate, but there is reasonable hope that sanitary meas¬

ures will reduce them to a minimum.

THE CIRCULATING MEDICAL ARTICLE.
Some months ago we commented1 on the remarkable

performance of one Plympton of Brooklyn, who suc-
ceeded in having an article on "Septicemia and the
Curette" published in over a score of journals. Plymp-
ton now has a rival in this sort of notoriety. We re-

cently were offered, by Dr. H. John Stewart or, accord-
ing to some papers, John H. Stewart, an article entitled
"The Finsen Light Cure"\p=m-\anicely worded ad-
vertisement for a Finsen light cure institute in
Chicago. We did not accept, but we have been inter-
ested to note that the bait has been taken in differ-
ent parts of the country, for already twenty journals
have published the article as original. It is interesting
to note that this Finsen light company is following up
the free advertising accorded it in the medical jour-
nals by large displays in street cars and lay magazines,
and by sending out circulars in which its confi-
dence in the panacean qualities of the light is touching
and sublime. The Memphis Medical Monthly notices
that the article referred to has appeared in several
journals, and says:

While we can not blame an author for wishing to secure
wide circulation for an article, and can see no harm in simul¬
taneously securing publication of a deserving contribution in
a local medical journal and in one of the larger weeklies, yet we

must deprecate the practice which we see occasionally indulged
in, as did this author. It is not that the medical journals
care very much about this imposition, but it would seem to
indicate that the author's fund of information is too limited
to permit his adding greatly to the stock of medical literature,
so he must make the most of what little he does write, how¬
ever indifferent it may be in quality.

Apparently this editor had not discovered the gen¬
tleman of color in the woodpile, but the editor of the
Medical Council had his eyes open. Under the head¬
ing of "Sold Again," he comments on the light-cure
article thus :

The same article was sent to us for publication, but we saw
the nicely disguised advertisement contained in it, and sus¬

pected that it was another attempt to palm off a "multiple
copy" on the medical journals as original.

1. THE Journal A. M. A., Nov. 22, 1902, p. 1327.

The editor of the Medical World, when he received
his manuscript of this remarkable publication, "had a

suspicion that all was not straight," so he wrote to the
author asking if he had sent or intended to send the
article to any other journal for publication. He says
he received the following letter in reply :

You need not hesitate about printing this article, for the
same article will not appear in any other journal, you having
received the original and the carbon copy being still in my
possession.

Perhaps it would be charitable to say that the author's
typewriter answered this letter inadvertently without
referring it to him. The editor of the Medical World
apologizes to the readers of that publication for having
been misled into thus imposing on them by printing the
article. He gives the names of nine other journals
which printed it. We had thought of doing the same

with the twenty, but we forbear. Although we are our¬

selves by no means infallible, we may be allowed to say
that in view of the fact that among the journals which
have published this article were a number of the better
journals of the country and three weeklies, the com¬
ment with which the editor of the Medical Council con¬
cludes his remarks appears to us exceedingly appropri¬
ate : "Doctors, we beseech you to examine more closely
manuscripts submitted to you."

Medical News.

ILLINOIS.
Diphtheria.\p=m-\Several deaths are reported to have occurred at

Marquette, a village near Spring Valley.\p=m-\Schools at Gilman
have been closed on account of the prevalence of the disease.

Heavy February Mortality and Morbidity.\p=m-\Deaths in
Springfield numbered 96 for February, 60 more than for the
corresponding month of last year. In February, 1903, there
were 12 cases of scarlet fever, with no deaths; in February,
1904, 51 cases and 2 deaths; there were 5 cases of diphtheriaand 2 deaths last month, and in the same month of 1903, 9
cases and one death; of smallpox 4 cases and one death were
reported in February, 1903, while in February, 1904, only one
case was reported.

Chicago.
Personal.\p=m-\Drs.Herman A. White and G. Morgan Clarke have

returned from Europe.\p=m-\Dr. Lucy Waite has returned from
Tahiti.

Assistant Superintendent Johnston Dies.\p=m-\ColonelWilliam
James Johnston, a confederate veteran, and for many yearsassistant superintendent of St. Luke's Hospital, died March 1,
from Bright's disease, aged 59.

The Week's Deaths.—The death rate for the week ended
March 5 was equivalent to an annual mortality of 16.71 per1,000. Pneumonia caused 165 of the 625 deaths; consumption,54; heart diseases, 51, and violence, 38. The death rate for
the corresponding week of 1903 was 16.45 per 1,000.

Crusade Against Spitting.—The anti-spitting ordinance is
suffering its first enforcement. Many careless spitters have
been arrested, and some have been fined. A few pleaded ig¬
norance, and one of the pioneers in the anti-spitting movement
is alleged to have been one of the first offenders arrested.

February Mortality.—Pneumonia caused 686 deaths; eon-
sumption, 278; heart diseases, 195; Bright's disease, 165; bron¬
chitis, 141, and violence, 148, out of a total of 2,705 deaths,equivalent to an annual mortality of 17.92 per 1,000. This is
a lower rate than for February, 1903, which was 18.30 per1,000.

Pneumonia in Excess.—With 56 days of the pneumonia
season to come, the prediction of the department of health that
deaths from pneumonia would exceed 2,100, the estimated
number is already passed. Up to March 5, a total of 2,186
deaths from the disease have been reported, and if the daily
average be maintained, the number at the close of the season
will be about 2,800, or one-third more than was estimated.
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Again in Trouble.—Dr. A. W. Van Bysterveld, a practitioner
said to be unlicensed, who has two offices in Chicago and one
in Grand Rapids, Mich., was shot in the leg, March 8, by the
father of a patient, an epileptic girl, aged 15, whom he is said
to have wronged. This is apparently the "miracle-worker" of
the same name who was noted in The Jouknal of March 21,
1903, as having been fined $100 and costs, at Grand Rapids,
for practicing medicine without a license.

Free Antitoxin For Poor.—The Chicago Department of
Health, in its current bulletin, makes the following announce¬
ment:

1. Physicians may ohtain antitoxin free from the antitoxin sta¬
tions of the department for the gratis treatment of their charity
cases.

2. Physicians may have their prescriptions for autitoxin to use
in their paid practice filled by any antitoxin station at the follow¬
ing (present) prices:
No. 1 (1000 units) .$0.75No. 2. (2000 units). 1.25
No. 3 (3000 units). 2.25

The physician obtaining free antitoxin receipts for it, and
the receipt contains the following certificate:

I hereby certify that the family of this patient is unable to pay
for the antitoxin ; that the case is urgent ; that I am attending
without fee and that I will report the termination of the case on
the postal-card form of the Health Department furnished by the
druggist.

All eases in which free antitoxin is furnished will be investi¬
gated by the Bureau of Charities, but the antitoxin will be
furnished first; the investigation will follow.

MARYLAND.
Personal.—Dr. James Bond, Westminster, who has been in

Europe for the past year, has returned home.
Bills Drafted and Offered.—Bills have been drafted for pres¬

entation to the legislature for the granting of a charter to the
Washington County Hospital Association, Hagerstown, for an
annual appropriation from the state of $6,000 to enable the
county commissioners and mayor and council of Hagerstown to
levy annually for certain sums for the support of the hospital.
-Appropriations are also asked from the state for the Balti¬
more Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital, $10,000 for the Hospital
for Consumptives near Baltimore, instead of $2,000 annually as

now, and the Franklin Square Hospital, Baltimore.-A bill
has been offered in the legislature prohibiting the use of wood
alcohol in compounding flavoring extracts.

Appeal for Library.—In reference to the bill introduced into
the legislature for an appropriation of $100,000 for purchase
of a lot and erection of a fireproof building for the library of
the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, the com¬
mittee in charge has issued a circular in which occurs the fol¬
lowing :

It has taken a great many years to get this library together, and
its destruction by fire would be an irremediable loss to the entire
people of the state as well as to the medical profession. The
grounds on which we base an apneal are that the library is an
educational factor of the greatest importance ; that though vested
In the state medical society, it is to all intents and purposes a pub-lie medical library, being accessible to all physicians of good stand¬
ing and to all students of medicine. Should this library be de¬
stroyed no amount of money could replace it, for there are many
valuable works now out of print and extremely important sets that
can not he duplicated anywhere.

Baltimore.
Personal.—Dr. Thomas J. O'Donnell, resident*physician of St.

Joseph's Hospital, was operated on for appendicitis on March 3.
February Mortality.—The mortality in February was un¬

usually large, pneumonia, la grippe and consumption predom¬
inating. There were 203 deaths from pneumonia, against 153
for last February, and 142 from tuberculosis, against 91 for
last year. The total deaths Avere 1,024, as compared with 862
for 1903; 750 births were reported.

Heavy Mortality for Week.—The total deaths for the week
ended March 5 reached the high figure of 302, which is 100 more
than the corresponding week of last year. This is equivalent
to a rate of 27.97 per 1,000, or separating whites and blacks,
of 24 per 1,000 for whites and 49.52 per 1,000 for blacks; 75
died from pneumonia and 90 from other affections of the
respiratory organs.

Literary Fire Losses.—Among losses by the Baltimore fire
were the entire unsold remainder of Professor Ashby's
work on gynecology, Dr. Hubert Richardson's work on
the thyroid gland, which would have been out the following
week, and the current number of American Gynecology. All
these were in the printing and publishing establishment of
Williams and Wilkins, which was entirely destroyed. Dr.
Richardson fortunately has the proof of his work, and thus the

arduous labors he expended on it through the past several
years will not be entirely lost. The Johns Hopkins Press
fortunately escaped.

Johns Hopkins Losses.—At the annual meeting of the JohnsHopkins Hospital trustees, held March 3, it was definitely an¬
nounced that John D. Rockefeller had sent an agent to investi¬
gate the needs of the hospital. Nothing definite, however, inthe way of an offer of assistance was made. The announcement
was made that $60,000 of the annual income of the hospitalhad been cut off by the fire. This is the nearest approach that
can be made at present to the loss; committees have been ap¬pointed to investigate the exact figure and also the insurance.
Dr. Hurd, superintendent, stated that the needs of the institu¬tion had been presented to Mr. Rockefeller by Dr. William H.Welch. Sixty-four buildings belonging to the hospital weredestroyed, on which only 80 per cent, of the total amount of
insurance carried can be gotten. "There is a disposition on the
part of the trustees," said Dr. Hurd, "to go ahead with thework of the hospital in spite of the loss incurred." JudgeHenry D. Harlan was re-elected president of the board.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Personal.—Dr. A. Everett Austin, Boston, of the faculty ofTufts College Medical School, will spend the next sevenmonths in study in Ludwig's bio-chemical laboratory at Vienna.
Thousands for Crippled Children.—The fair held at Hotel

Somerset, Boston, by the Back Bay ladies on March 3 and 4,netted the Industrial School for Crippled and Deformed Chil¬dren $7,000.
Senate Kills Bill.—The senate has voted not to pass a billwhich had the approval of the house but the opposition of the

public health committee, to further regulate the examination ofbodies before embalming and burial.
Pauper Institutions Need Money.—The trustees of pauperinstitutions in Boston, in support of their pleas for an appro¬priation of $187,000 for this year, state that they have nowunder their care 830 sick or destitute people, 80 per cent, of

cases admitted during the last year having been sentdirectly to the hospital, which must soon be enlarged.
Embezzlement Cripples Consumptive Home.—St. Luke's

Home for Consumptives, Roxbury, is seriously embarrassed by
reason of the embezzlement of at least $34,000 of its funds,and probably many thousands more, by its treasurer, WallaceH. Ham, who also took almost $200,000 from the American
Surety Company. This home has done a good work in caringfor this class of patients for which the city of Boston officiallydoes so little.

Against Restriction of Animal Experimentation.—Vigorousefforts to introduce in the legislature a bill to further restrictanimal experimentation in Massachusetts were combated beforethe committee on probate and chancery by the able argumentsof Prof. H. C. Ernst, who represented officially Harvard Medical
School, Tufts Medical School, Boston University MedicalSchool, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, ClarkUniversity, and various other educational institutions in thestate and also local boards of health. He presented a protestsigned by thirty-one of these boards in cities and towns.

NEW YORK.
Smallpox has again appeared at North Tonawanda andNiagara Falls.
Three More Ratifications.—In addition to the fourteen

county societies mentioned last week, the Montgomery, Orangeand Rockland county medical societies have ratified the planof union of the New York State Medical Society and the
association.

Personal.—Dr. Joseph A. Lanahan, Albany, has been made a
member of the staff of the State Hospital for Insane Criminals,Dannemora.-Dr. Warren L. Ayer has been made health
officer of Owego.-Dr. Martin S. Reed has been reappointedhealth officer of Coeymans.

For Study of Defectives.—A bill to establish a laboratoryfor the study of the criminal pauper and defective classes isproposed to be introduced in the legislature. Such a bureau
would have for its purpose the gathering of data of sociologie,pathologic or abnormal conditions.

Crippled Children's Hospital Report.—The New York State
Hospital for the Care of Crippled and Deformed Children, Tarry-
town, recently has sent out its report for the year ended Sep¬tember, 1903. Dr. Newton M. Shaffer of New York is surgeon-in-chief of the hospital, and Drs. Roswell Park and Charles G.
Stockton of Buffalo are on the consulting staff. The board
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of managers express the wish that the names and addresses of
poor children who are crippled and deformed be sent to the
surgeon-in-chief at Tarrytown.

Buffalo.
Personal.—Dr. Harvey R. Gaylord has returned from Europe.

-Dr. Albert H. Briggs was appointed grand state medical
examiner of the A. 0. U. W.-Dr. Chauncey P. Smith recently
fractured his left leg by slipping on an icy sidewalk.

Report on Cancer Research.—The fourth annual report of the
work of the cancer laboratory of the New York State Board
of Health conducted at the Gratwiek Research Laboratory
University of Buffalo for a period beginning in 1902 and
ending in 1903, was transmitted to the legislature. It contains
the report of the director, Dr. Roswell Park, and several
scientific papers, all pertaining to investigations bearing on the
question of cancer. Many of the papers are illustrated with
microphotographs.

Oppose Optometry Bill.—The Buffalo Academy of Medicine
has been informed that a number of physicians have signed
postal cards circulated by opticians favoring the passage of
their bill now before the legislature as Senate Bill No. 378. A
closer examination of this bill shows that it is a permission to
practice medicine. It has been condemned by resolutions of
the New York State Medical Society, by the Buffalo Academy
of Medicine, and by the medical press. The Buffalo Academyof Medicine has recommended that the medical profession write
personal letters to their representatives at Albany in opposi¬tion to this bill.

New York City.
Personal.—Dr Joseph Brown Cooke has been appointed ad¬

junct professor of obstetrics in the New York Polyelinic.
German Hospital Bequest.—By the will of John Schultheis,

who died February 4, $1,000 is bequeathed to the German
Hospital, Williamsburg.

Pneumonia Season Mortality.—During the current pneumonia
season, from November 1 to March 5, New York reported 26,195
deaths, 5,506 being due to pneumonia, and 2,908 to tuberculosis.

Club Rooms and Library Opened.—The Eastern Medical
Society of the City of New York opened its library and club
rooms March 1. Addresses were delivered by Drs. Abraham
Jacobi, Kenneth W. Millican and Joseph D. Bryant, and a con¬
cert and supper followed.

Pneumonia and Consumption.—For the week ended March 5,
1,800 deaths were reported, 460 of which, or 25.5 per cent.,
were due to pneumonia, and 188, or 10.4 per cent., to consump¬tion. Bellevue Hospital has about 300 cases of pneumonia,and other hospitals have a proportionate number. At Belle¬
vue the influenza bacillus was found in about 70 per cent, of
the respiratory eases.

May Remove Consumptives' Home.—On the complaint of
neighboring property holders that the Consumptives' Home,
Brooklyn, is a menace to their health, Assemblyman Remsen
has introduced a bill authorizing the commissioner of health
to investigate the conditions at the institution, and, if he sees

 

fit, to provide for the removal of the inmates to some other
place provided by the trustees.

Regret Dr. Weir's Retirement.—On the retirement of Dr.
Robert F. Weir from the chair of surgery, which he had held
for ten years, the faculty of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons unanimously passed resolutions setting forth the
eminent services rendered to his alma mater by Dr. Weir, dur¬
ing the thirty-six years of his official connection with the in¬
stitution, and eulogizing him as teacher, surgeon, and man.

Dinner to Dr. Roosa.—On March 1 about 400 physicians,
representing the cis-Mississippi division of the United States,
met at a dinner at Delmonieo's in honor of Dr. D. B. St. John
Roosa, and to commemorate the twenty-one years since the in¬
auguration of postgraduate medical instruction in this country.Dr. William Osier, Baltimore, presided, and at the speaker's
table were seated Drs. Roosa, William T. Bull, New York;
Clarence J. Blake, Boston; William M. Polk, New York; Will¬
iam J. Mayo, Rochester, Minn.; John H. Musser, Philadelphia;Maurice H. Richardson, Boston; Edward G. Janeway, New
York; William W. Keen, Philadelphia; Robert F. Weir, New
York; William H. Welch, Baltimore, and John A. Wyeth, New
York. A massive silver loving-cup was presented to Dr. Roosa,
Rev. Dr. Vincent making the presentation address. Dr. Osier
reviewed medical progress for the last twenty-five years, and
suggested the following steps in advance which ought to be
taken : Third and fourth year students should have the right
to pursue their studies in hospitals; a better equipment and
more schools for scientific investigation should be provided;

interstate reciprocity of medical licensure is essential, and
consolidation and unification in medical teaching is the fourth
improvement needed. He prophesied that in ten years there
would be only one medical school in New York. Dr. Clarence
J. Blake, Boston, introduced as a "special specialist," spoke on
the need of postgraduate instruction for the specialist, and sug¬
gested that the present practice of specialties contained an
element of danger to the public by reason of the lack of a

proper standard of instruction. Dr. William W. Keen, Phila¬
delphia, in his address on "The Necessity for Increased En¬
dowment for Medical Institutions," referred to the increased
commercial value to the people at large of the work of the
physician and cited as examples modern sanitation in Cuba,
with its practical abolition of yellow fever; the diminution of
susceptibility to bubonic plague, smallpox and malaria. He
referred to the work of the profession in the direction of pre¬ventive medicine, and gloried in the fact that the medical pro¬fession was the only one on the earth which was bending its
energies toward self-destruction. He called attention to
the fact that the endowment for theological schools amounts
to $2,250 for each student, while the endowment for medical
schools amounts to only $83 per student. Dr. William M. Polk,
New York, called medical teaching as it exists in most institu¬
tions an absolute farce, because in many of its branches it is
conducted solely for the benefit of the teacher. The public
should be made to appreciate that it is absolutely necessaryto use the human body to obtain the very essence of that
knowledge necessary to make medicine a perfect work. Civic
pride in medical institutions did not exist, because the insti¬
tutions had not yet reached the requisite condition of efficiency.Dr. Roosa, in conclusion, said:

To men of great affairs in trade, commerce and politics the med¬ical profession sometimes may seem inferior. We may perhaps be
thought mere hewers of wood and drawers of water to the priestsand Lévites who minister at the great temples of the world, but not
so. We can very properly compare ourselves to the engineers and
stokers of a great man-of-war, or better, a great transport of pas¬
sengers and freight.V\*e are not seen, we are grimy and often worried with the
struggle, but it is we who keep down the epidemics, who prevent
cholera from coming to our shores, who stamp out yellow fever, and
who are planning that that day shall come foretold by the prophet2,000 years ago, "when no man shall say that I am sick," but,like the one-hoss shay, shall finally, in the fruition of his days, passinto the other life by a general breaking up, no one part failing
before the other, and so cease to exist.

OHIO.
Personal.—Dr. Samuel S. Wilson, Xenia, president of the

Greene County Medical Association, has gone to Cuba for a
month.-Dr. S. D. Clayton, Cincinnati, has been appointed to
the Board of Pension Examiners to fill the vacancy caused bythe death of the late Dr. Spencer. Dr. P. S. Connor, Jr., Cin¬
cinnati, has been appointed district physician in place of Dr.
Harry Thomas, resigned.

Typhoid in Cleveland.—On March 1 51 cases of typhoid fever
were reported, the largest in any one day in the history of
the present epidemic. During February 465 new cases were
reported, with 45 deaths. The epidemic is believed to be due
to polluted lake water, the new tunnel not being as successful
in supplying pure water as was expected. The health officer
favors a filtration plant, but is opposed by the city officials and
council.

Medical SemijCentenary.—Dr. Benjamin R. McClellan, Xenia,
entertained the Greene County Medical Association and a num¬
ber of invited guests from other cities at a dinner given in
honor of the fiftieth medical anniversary of his father, Dr.
Harvey B. McClellan. Dr. Clark M. Galloway, Xenia, officiated
as toastmaster. Drs. Starling Loving, Columbus; Isaac Kaj',Springfield; Hudson B. Stevens, Columbus; John C. Reeve,
Dayton, and Thad A. Reamy, Cincinnati, responded to toasts,
and the guest of honor was the last speaker,

Jewish Hospital Improvements.—Plans are being drawn for
a number of improvements to be added to the Jewish Hospital,Cincinnati. These consist of a nurses' home, a large powerplant, which will supply the energy for heat and light to the
hospital and its supplemental buildings, as well as for the Home
of the Jewish Aged and Infirm situated near the hospital. The
most important of the new buildings will be a children's hos¬
pital of large size. The cottage plan of building will be the
one used. This work will all be done by private subscription,and already large sums have been donated by the wealthy resi¬
dents of the city.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Philadelphia.

Quarantine Lifted.—The quarantine on the medical depart¬ment of the Episcopal Hospital established several weeks
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ago has been lifted, and general work in this department is
again established.

Small Fire in Hospital.—On March 5 a fire occurred in the
drying room of the laundry in the Kensington Hospital for
Women. The flames, however, were early controlled, and little
damage was done.

Wholesale Vaccination.—Dr. Thomas J. Beattie, assistant
medical inspector, accompanied by a corps of 42 vaccination
physicians, recently raided the foreign quarter of the city
and vaccinated over 600 persons, mostty children of school age.

Will Not Sue for Water Pollution.—There is no foundation
for the report that proceedings were instituted in behalf of
Philadelphia against Norristown and other municipalities which
are believed to pollute the Schuylkill River by emptying drain¬
age into it. Dr. Alexander C. Abbott, chief of the bureau of
health, has advised that no steps be taken in this direction.

Baby-farmers Arrested.—During the past week three more

proprietors of the so-called "baby farms" were arrested in this
city. During the past year 60 infants have been found on

doorsteps, or dead in vacant lots. The authorities believe that
many of these foundlings come from these dens and not from
individual homes, as was formerly supposed. It is also believed
that many of these infants are used for blackmailing purposes,
while others are disposed of by different means.

Reception to Ridlon.—The Epsilon Chapter of the Alpha
Kappa Kappa of Jefferson Medical College, gave a reception in
honor of' Dr. John Ridlon, Chicago, at their chapter house,
February 29. The members of the faculty of Jefferson Medical
College and men prominent in the medical profession of the
city were present. On March 1 Dr. Ridlon held a clinic in the
Jefferson Medical College Hospital before a large audience. He
performed an operation for congenital dislocation of the hip
by the Lorenz method.

Against Tuberculosis.—Dr. Lawrence Flick, head of the
Phipps Institute and the White Haven Sanitarium for Con¬
sumptives, addressed the Civic Club at the College of Physi¬
cians. He urged the necessity for the registration of tuber¬
culosis, and the necessity for disinfection for both the incipient
and advanced stages, and said that Philadelphia is the
only city of its size in the world which has not entered as a

municipality into the efforts of stamping out the disease. He
said that Philadelphia was the chosen rostrum from which the
world was taught how to combat tuberculosis, but yet the
municipal government had never appropriated one penny to¬
ward the advancement of the work. The Civic Club has prom¬
ised to advance the cause of the crusade against consumption
bj legislation and by advancement of public spirit in its favor.

Personal.—Dr. Charles B. Penrose was unanimously elected
a member of the governing body of the Academy of Natural
Sciences, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of
Charles Cramp.-Dr. Max H. Bochroch, chief demonstrator
of neurology in the Jefferson Medical College, has been elected
chief in the neurological department in St. Joseph's Hospital.
-Dr. Edward E. Montgomery held a public clinic at the
Philadelphia Hospital, February 27, before a large audience.
He performed the Doyen operation of hysterectomy for mul¬
tiple fibroid tumors of the uterus. This was Professor Mont¬
gomery's first appearance before the class since he resigned
ten years ago. It was stated in his introduction that he per¬
formed the first successful public ovariotomy in Philadelphia.
in 1879, and the first ovariotomy performed in the Philadelphia
Hospital.

Health Report.—Typhoid fever still prevails throughout the
city to an alarming extent; 195 new cases have been reported
during the week ended March 5. This is the largest number
recorded for several years. Every ward of the city, exceptthree, is infected. The source of infection is said to be due to
the disturbance of the water supply by the recent freshets.
The health authorities have issued bulletins advising that all
water be boiled. The figures reported show an increase of 47
over those of last week. The deaths from the disease were
19. The reports of contagious diseases for the week are:
Diphtheria, 62 cases, 10 deaths; scarlet fever, 89 eases, 8
deaths; smallpox, 33 cases, 6 deaths; typhoid fever, 195 cases,
19 deaths. The total number of deaths from all causes was
628, a decrease of 65 from those of last week, and an increase
of 14 over the corresponding period of last year. Pneumonia
heads the list with 116 deaths; consumption caused 64 deaths;
heart disease, 50, and Bright's disease, 40.

GENERAL.
Anniversary of First Demonstration of Cystoscope.—The

twenty-fifth anniversary of the first demonstration of the cysto-

scope by Prof. Max Nitze, Berlin, occurred March 9 and was
celebrated appropriately by Dr. Nitze's confreres in Berlin.
An address was presented, signed by appreciative practitionersin the line of genito-urinary diseases. A cablegram was sent
from New York, congratulatory to Professor Nitze, and because
of the lateness of notification, the names of those who wish
to sign the congratulatory address are to be forwarded to be ap¬pended post festum. Dr. Ferd. A. Valentine, 31 West 61st
Street, New York City, has accepted the invitation of the
Berlin committee to forward the names of American pupils and
friends which shall be sent to him for that purpose.

CANADA.
Outbreak of Smallpox.—Twenty-three cases of smallpox are

reported in Kingsey township, near Sherbrooke, Quebec.
New Hospital Wing.—A new wing has been added to theCharlottetown, P. E. I., hospital, fully equipped for surgicaloperations, and also for the care of patients with infectious

diseases.
Demonstrator of Anatomy at Queen's University.—A specialdemonstrator in anatomy will be appointed to devote his whole

time to the work. He will have the standing of lecturer andwill in time be given a professorship.
Jeffrey Hale Hospital, Quebec.—The annual report for the

year 1903 shows in the private and public wards 147 surgical,221 medical, and 135 ophthalmic cases treated; total 503. Inthe outdoor departments 1,800 patients were treated.
Personal.—Dr. A. D. Blackader, Montreal, has returned from

Bermuda, where he spent two months. He i« much improvedin health.-Dr. George N. Murphy, St. John's, Newfoundland,and his brother, Dr. Charles R. Murphy, Windsor, N. S., have
gone to New York for postgraduate, work.

Results with Marmorek's Serum in Montreal.—Some time
ago Dr. Marmorek's serum was given a trial in the NotreDame Hospital, Montreal, on one surgical case and on one oftuberculosis of the lungs. The results in the first case werenil, there being noticed neither good nor bad effects. In thelung case the results were bad; the patient received in all nineinjections. The sputa were weighed every day during the in¬jections and showed a daily increase up to two ounces on theninth day. At the beginning of the treatment the patientweighed 118 pounds. After the ninth injection there was aloss of three pounds, and the cough increased and was moreharassing. The treatment was then discontinued at the
patient's own request.

Dissecting Material in Ontario.—A bill came before the
Ontario legislature last week of more than ordinary momentto the medical student body. It was designed to prevent the
handing over of the bodies of people who die in houses of refugeto the medical colleges for dissecting purposes. As the law
now stands bodies must be claimed by friends within twenty-four hours or else they go to the dissecting table. The pro¬moter of the bill stated that the lives of the inmates were
rendered anxious over the disposal of their bodies in case of
death, and he wanted the matter left in the hands of thewarden of each county and the manager of each institution.
The medical men in the legislature opposed the bill on the
ground that it would cut off from 40 to 50 per cent, of the
dissecting material, and that if the bill became a law, it would
be sure to be productive of the former practice of stealingbodies. At present the bill is before a committee.

FOREIGN.
Money to Oxford.—A studentship in pathology in OxfordUniversity, England, is to be established with $6,000 given byMr. Philip H. Walker.
New Buildings at Cambridge.—A number of new buildings

were opened for use at Cambridge University, England, March1, including the new medical school building.
Official Inspection of the Paris Hospitals.—Nine inspectorshave been appointed who are to be delegated to spend ten

days each in the Paris hospitals in turn to inspect theworking of the establishment and suggest measures for re¬
trenchment of expenses, as well as other points to which atten¬
tion should be directed.

Sanitary Reforms at Madrid.—The Spanish government has
appropriated nearly half a million dollars for reforms at
Madrid. The committee entrusted with the task of decidingthe measures to be adopted reports in favor of establishing a
disinfecting plant, repairing the pavements and improving the
water-bringing plant and "East park," and devoting half the
sum to the construction of three public school buildings.
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Exhibition at International Congress of Ophthalmology.—
Prof. A. Siegrist of Berne, Switzerland, has charge of the
preparations for the appropriate exhibition of all scientific ap¬
paratus, instruments, and the various appliances for instruc¬
tion, which will be sent to the Tenth International Congress
of Ophthalmology, to convene at Lucerne, Sept. 18, 1904. He,
therefore, requests all colleagues, as well as all scientific,
optical, and mechanical firms who wish to exhibit any objects
at the congress to apply to him before July 1, 1904, giving an
exact statement of the object to be exhibited, of the space de¬
manded, and of the kind and strength of electric force which
may be required. Articles announced later can be accepted
only so far as the space at disposal will still allow at that late
date.

Health in Word and Picture.—This is the title of a new
German ten-cent monthly magazine recently founded at Berlin
which proposes to supply the reading public with popularly
written articles on scientific medicine. The first number con¬
tains articles by Kassowitz of Vienna, on children's diseases, by
Pelman of Berne, the psychiatrist, and by Casper of Berlin, the
urologist. The title in German is Gesundheit in Wort und Bild.
The periodical is founded by Drs. Weissbein and Lipliawsky,
who already issue the Russiche med. Rundschau at Berlin
and Therapia at St. Petersburg. They have also founded at
Berlin a "consulting institute" for Russians. Persons arriv¬
ing at Berlin wishing to consult physicians but unacquainted
with any language but Russian, apply to this institute for in¬
formation and advice. They are thus saved from falling into
the hands of charlatans.

Student Riots, in Paris.—The medical students of Paris are

making an energetic protest against the proposed abolition of
the age limit for university professors, and also against the
changing about of professors from one chair to another. They
have refused to allow a single professor to lecture since the
senate adopted a resolution in favor of abolishing the agelimit. After first informing the professor that the manifesta¬
tion is not against him personally, they proceed to make
such a noise, hooting and yelling, that he is unable to proceed.
These scenes of violence have been repeated in every amphi¬
theater, and have been followed by several acts of vandalism.
Their motto is "Room for the young"; and they proclaim that
they do not want driveling old men for their instructors. In
regard to the frequent changing of chairs they mention as an
instance that Chantemesse, who has been studying serums for
ten years, has just been abruptly transferred to the chair of
anatomy. This custom of "permutations" is peculiar to France,
we understand, and the students consider it a disgrace to
science, as no man can be equally eminent in and devoted to
more than one specialty at a time. They do not want a teacher
whose heart is not in his work.

Homage to Professor Bouchard of Paris.—Nearly the entire
number of the Presse Médicale of February 24 is devoted to the
ceremonies connected with the presentation to Professor
Bouchard of a portrait medal. He is regarded as a typical
example of all that there is of beautiful, noble, useful and
beneficent in the science and art of medicine at the openingof the twentieth century. The manifestation of homage to
him thus corresponds, the editor remarks, to one of the most
beautiful periods in the history of medicine, and the addresses
made are full of interest to all practitioners of medicine at
home and abroad. Bouchard has been the representative of
France at numerous foreign congresses and delegates from the
various countries had assembled with his friends and those who
had felt his influence in their professional career. His tact
and prudence, his luminous and sound opinion on medical
matters and his farsightedness and kindliness were extolled.
In the closing words of his acknowledgment of all this homage,he summarized his "medical faith" in the six maxims: "Seek
truth. Discover causes. Learn how they disturb life, and
how order is re-established. By science and persuasion pre¬
serve men. By science, gentleness and firmness combat death
and reduce suffering. Guide, encourage and console in a broth¬
erly and tolerant spirit. C'est la Médecine."

Duration of Life After Fatal Injuries.
Madison, Wis., March 5, 1904.

To the Editor:\p=m-\In The Journal, March 5, a letter by Dr.
H. D'Arcy Power of San Francisco brings to mind the follow-
ing: At the time of our capitol disaster I was early on the
scene; one of the first of the injured to be brought out was the

foreman. He was immediately removed to a building nearby.
On examination, I found his injury a fatal one, the entire
calvarium being fractured and cleanly driven through the
brain to the base of the skull. Respiration was normal, the
respiratory center being uninjured. On endeavoring to raise
the fragments respiration ceased, to be immediately resumed
when left undisturbed. He lived three hours after receiving
his injury. J. A. Mack.

Eyestrain as a Cause of Headache and Other Nervous
Symptoms\p=m-\AQuestion of Precedence.

New York City, March 3, 1904.
To the Editor :\p=m-\In your issues of Jan. 16 and Jan. 23, 1904,

Dr. George M. Gould publishes an interesting article concern-

ing the dependence of "Migraine" on eyestrain. In this article
he goes extensively into the history of the literature relating
to this distressing and extremely common malady.

In this connection he makes the most remarkable statement
regarding a contribution of a French oculist to this field. He
says (italics are my own) :

In 1888 Dr. G. Martin (Ann. d'Oc.), a French oculist, pub-lished an article which some time will be recognized as truly epoch\x=req-\making. But two writers, as far as I have noticed, have even men-
tioned Martin's magnificent and daring attempt to bring the medical
world to its senses.

A compiler should certainly have shown more care than Dr.
Gould appears to have shown in reviewing medical literature, be-
fore he ignores the work of his own countrymen and gives credit
for "epoch-making" to a French author who simply confirmed
observations that had been made many times before, and who
supported views that had been fought for for years in Amer¬
ica by myself and others.

If Dr. Gould had simply taken the trouble to look up med¬
ical literature on this subject prior to 1888, he would have
found in the New York Medical Journal of 1886 an article by
myself entitled "The Eye as a Factor in the Causation of
Some Nervous Symptoms," and in the Medical Bulletin of
September, 1S87, an article by myself entitled "Eyestrain in
Its Relation to Functional Nervous Diseases"; and in the
New York Medical Journal of April, 1887, an article by my¬
self entitled "Eyestrain in Its Relation to Neurology." Had
he looked over the text-books on nervous diseases, he would
have found that my large work entitled "Lectures on Nervous
Diseases" (F. A. Davis, Phila., 1888), antedated Dr. Martin's
article. This work contained the first resumé of eyestrain
ever published; as a factor in causing not only migraine, but
other equally common nervous symptoms, such as sleepless¬
ness, neuralgias, chorea, epilepsy and insanity. At least one
hundred pages in total were devoted by me to the eyestrain
directly or indirectly.

From 1880 to 1883 I made my early combats for the eye
treatment of headache before the New York Academy of Med¬
icine and the Neurological Society of New York. During the
same period of time (which antedates Dr. Martin's article by
some years ), I also made this subject an important part of the
courses of lectures delivered by me each year before the stu¬
dents of the Postgraduate Medical School and Hospital of
New York and also before the classes of the University of Ver¬
mont. I based these lectures and discussions on my own re¬
markable restoration to health from a condition of hopeless
physical collapse through the detection and correction of
latent hypermetropia. This had escaped recognition by means
of the ophthalmoscope in the hands of three of the leading
ophthalmologists of that period. As careful refractive work
was done by me for headaches as early as 1880 as is done
to-day.

Again, Dr. Gould can not be unaware of the fact that the
prize offered by the Royal Society of Belgium for the best
original essay on the treatment of epilepsy was awarded in
1886 to Dr. George T. Stevens of New York for a contribution
by him, in which eye treatment alone was employed in that
disease, and in which the relationship of eyestrain to head¬
ache was mentioned, if my own memory serves me correctly,
on several pages. The essay was published in English by
D. Appleton & Co. of New York in 1887.
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